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admiral stansfield turner 


29 JUN 


Dear, , 

Enjoyed receiving tpn;"' 

SO long to respond. I an* thi<; vear*’ I predict 

b sis-" ss^erscSf ^ 

lose or draw. 7*' 

W YOU asked whet 

the next few inont''s. “’absorting factual data to 

nothing you can do interviews The entire objective 

prepare yourself for the agility of your mind 

of the interviews is to expl .j.. I y,ould recommend 

and your reasoning hoth sides of issues, 

you concentrate on -^on some topic. Mo matter 

The Board will f ^ yojL °"n|eI^argSe from the 
what side you elect, they wil "t 9 thinking 

opposite side. 1 wo^l^.K^^^'l^vrthrgreatest interests 
through the areas in wh ^0“^^ ^ ,^now why you hold the 

roti?S^r;h!ttu'"^o^T nd that^you^^P- 

«ulS°do io^hf™ r“r«d a little philosophy or logic just 

to get the sense of argumentation^ 

I «.ul d ^ Jc5!:ranrtowar3s wMch IZ 

?rn sfa’ntThrtrervlew^ rnerTn*°yoS Sllyt’tf ’till B^rd 

‘^i^r rr Vu^iLVv 

^?el[oK at the^AcaJeW.;;™-^- 
just what topics to reco * affairs or something 

lift w°o:?dTervl5ur rom^our profession ll^^w^^^ 
we should have women your area of 

^^lc^P»y3 

aThodes TchifS/shlp would be beneficial to your career. 


-■.'if.- 
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My personal evaluation is that my years at Oxford were 
of critical value to me in my naval career. What I gained 
from Oxford was primarily an improvement in the area of 
logical reasoning and thinking. It certainly was not the 
particular information I absorbed, but the participation 
in the tutorial process which is nothing more than a Socratic 
dialogue each week with your tutor. Here, too, the tutor 
generally takes the contrary view to expand your under- 
standing of the topic and to force you to reason and argue 
in a logical manner. This type of intellectual .sharpening 
can be of benefit to anyone in any profession. ■! would 
contend and suggest you consider taking a position with 
the Board but in any profession a more logical and rational 
reasoning process is of inestimable value. 

Board member, to be contentious, may contend that 
the Government should pay to send you wherever you need to 
go. I would simply reply that there is no reason for 
discrimination against you because 'you happen to be employed 
by the Government and that you. very much want this experience 
and as a practical matter it is not available to you in any 
other form through Government subsidy. If pressed, I would 
point out that logical, open-minded thinkers are just as 
necessary in the military profession with the awesome 
responsibilities that reside there as they are in any other 
walk of life in our country. 

You specifically asked if I would do it again and the 
answer is, by all means. I studied philosophy, politics 
and economics at Oxford; I chose that because it was the 
most broad of feri ng and the one that seemed most closely 
related to my profession. In retrospect, those reasons 
were not valid. I gained the most value of all from the 
philosophy because it stressed the logical reasoning process 
even though it was least, related to my career. I think you 
should consider selecting an area of study that you believe 
will be most expanding of your mental horizons. 

You asked also about the details of the selection 
process. I have touched on these briefly. I would add 
that the Board will be quite familiar with you when you 
meet with them. You should choose your words carefully 
in your essay. They do not want a simple recounting of 
your life. They want some exploration of what makes you 
think the way you do. When you meet with the Board, they 
will spend only fifteen or twenty minutes with you. The 
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questions will seek “"^"''^ere'will^robfbly 

leloreSdror^ Sirrd“4lll1er with'them To son* extent. 
5our ”??tt.^ status will perhaps leave the toard w^th U” 
iertainty as to how to interr^te V™- ^his f 

SnJ^Mc wncern than might be the case wUh J 

would keep up ««h the newsp^rs and 

between now and selection time. Tn y y P don't try 

outlook by asking about music or art. Above all. don t cry 

to bluff; be straightforward. : 

Don’t hesitate to write again If I can be of any help. 

I wish you every success. 
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